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Eaton family - some local colour learned from Mrs. D. M. Mo re 

Apr. 25, IO 64 . 

Charles Burden - worked in Toronto - was a nice man, quiet - was 
ax cloth dealer (ch.) 

Margaret Burden - "a wonderful person" - sterner type than Mrs. Burnsi< 
was a good friend of Mrs. Mavor Moore 



Mrs. Burnside - her husband T. D. M Burnside married her only for her 
mone£ - when she found this out was heart-broken 
...daughter Iris wasa a head-strong young girl - 
her father separated early in her life from her mother 
- she insisted on going and living ne^r her father in 
England - so Mrs. B. took a cottage in the area so 
she could be near her father - she, Iris, used to flirt 
with the local folk and servants... She was drwwned on 
the Lusitania. . .she was taken to Mrs. Moore for 
elocution lessons and training. 

The boy turned out to be not much. 



Mrs. Timothy Eaton w^s a delightful person. . ."her readings from the 
bible were superb" - would have been an actress of 
excellence. 
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DESCENDANTS OF JOHN EATON OF CIOGHER, BALLYMENA, IRELAND. 
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0NTY AND CHARM 
OF GRACIOUS LADY 
WARMLYRECALLED 

JWrs. Eaton's Loyalty' and 
Generosity Receive Sin- 
cere Tribute 

LOVED GARDEN, BOOKS I 

' rrif-7 • I 

When .spring comas agxLn lo "R»y- 
«n*r* the burgeoning trees will miss 
(that gracious silver-haired friend who 
«nd loved each one of them and 
for whom the fwrtteh Was ever “a 
lomome Uflnf.” Mrs. Timothy Eaton, 
in her full irraclous yean as daughter, 
Wife, mother and grandmother — yea, 
And great-grandmother— found It In 
tier heart to share the warmth of her 
personality with many friends, with 
those In her family circle, with those 
who served her, and with the floWers 
and trees which have always brought 
■o much of joy Into her life — whether 
a potted geranium on her window-sill 
or the rare and* beautiful plant* in 
her Oakville garden. 

Her deep love of flowers was bcau- 
( Continued on Page a. Column 3.) 



BOUNTY AND CHARM 
OF GRACIOUS LADY 

(Continued from Pngs 1, Oolumn l.j 



tlfully expressed, by Mrs. Baton ... 
various ways— on® of which was her 
gift each yeam &f exquisite blooms for 
the tables of the Navy League's an- 
nual dinner. In memory of her son, 
the- late Sir John Eaton. But there 
were countless things of this kind 
which she did quite unknown to any 



— Her closest, and 

friends said of her that she was ever 
doing kindnesses and ‘bringing com- 
fort and happiness “quietly and In 
secret — her left hand never knew 
what her Tight was doing.” Her 
friendship was treasured by many. 
"8he was goodness Itself and such a 
staunch friend." said one, and her 
children and children’s children re- 
vered and reverenced her. 

Long years ago when Timothy 
Eaton was laying the foundation for] 
a great enterprise his loyal and de- 
voted wife was Jn every sense of the 
word a helpmate. She went to the 
store with him. helped him In many, 
many ways, and was a personal friend 
to his employees. In thbse early days. 
If an employee was away through Ill- 
ness, Mrs. Eaton Wasted no time In ' 
taking her good broths and Jellies to 
tempt a flagging appetite. If some 
one left to be married there was a 
wedding gift. 

Friends’ Tribute. 

Of her host of friends during her 
long and eventful life, two were out- 
standing. Last night heartfelt tribute 
to the late Mrs. Eaton was paid by! 
Mrs, George Nasmith and Mrs. Jessie 
Alexander Roberts, who spoke on be- 
half of many others. 

Mrs. George O. Nasmith, pioneer 
Principal of the Margaret Baton 
School of Literature And Expression, 
said "Of Mrs. Eaton: “Margaret W. 
Eaton was a truly great woman. For j 
over thirty years I have known and 
loved her. If In early life she had 
studied dramatic art, I believe she I 
.would have been a second Ellen Terry. ! 
1 have never beard any one read 
Shakespeare with greater simplicity, 
beauty of diction and rhythm. 

"Canada may be proud «of the 
woman who so generously gave of her 
wealth to build the school named after 
her— the Margaret Eaton School of 
Literature and Expression — and thou- j 
sands of its pupils the world over' 
i honor, love and revere her name. She 
was a great > humanitarian, and to- ! 
night they, with me, are bereft of si 
friend.” 

Mrs. Jessie Alexander Roberts said: I 
"Mr*. Baton was a whole-souled, gen- 
erous lady. She was always delighted 
to share her pleasures, and In fact 
everything abe had, with her friends. 
She was kindly toward every one, and 
had that gracious quality of Inspiring 
devotion In friends and In domestics. 
She saw that even the messenger boyB 
were remembered or rewarded. She 
entertained a great deal, and loved lib 
have her friends at her home.” 

Mrs. Roberts remembered especially' 
visits to the Muskoka residence. 
Rare neorag, on Lake Roeseau. "I saw 
her about two weeks ago at her home 
In Oakville. She had always pos- 
sessed wonderful vitality. She read I 
a 'great deal, and even latterly oould 
read without her glasses." 

Mrs. Roberts first catae In contact 
with Mrs. Eaton through her work, 
having had Mrs. Eaton's daughter, 
Margaret, now Mrs. C. E. Burden, ss 
a pupil. Mrs. Eaton, she said, was 
always keenly Interested In dramatics, 
and was herself a very expressive 
reader. In Mr. Eaton's time she used 
to read whole novels to her husband 
when at their summer home. She 
was Interested In the new poetry, and 
she loved to keep pace with the prog- 
| ress of literature In general. 



MRS. TIMOTHY EATON. 

Few women of Toronto, while rulers pri- 
marily of their home and fireside, touched life 
at so many Important points as Mrs. 
Timothy Eaton, who has passed away at the 
I *g«. of 91 . 0o devoted' to her husband's work 
I a* merchant prince and bo the happy circle 
of her family was Mrs. Eaton, that few knew 
the parts she played In the encouragement 
of the arts, hospital, charity and church work, 
and In the dispensing of hospitality to her 
wide circle of friends. She possessed a buoy- 
ant temperament, and her long years of 
I good health enabled her to radiate her sun- 
shine on countless occasions. 

While a visitor to 8t. Marys she first met 
the young Irish storekeeper, Timothy Eaton, 
and soon they were married. She became in 
a true sense the business partner of the man 
who advanced step by step In his long career 
of merchandising. For many years she knew 
every employee, much of the detailed opera- 
tions of the store, and to her Judgment many 
of the difficult problems of management were 
submitted. 

Her cheerfulness was unflagging, her 
democracy complete, and heT generous Im- 
pulses led her to become the first "welfare 
department” of tluf Institution. Her powers 
j of mimicry and gifts of humor led to her 
| fostering of the Margaret Eaton School of 
t Expression, and under other circumstances 
she might have Become an actress herself. 
At seventy-eight she Joined her son, the late 
Sir John Eaton, in an air flight over the 
| Muskoka Lakes, when Sir John Is reported 
'to have said to her: “Mother, I never was 
so proud of you as at this moment — seventy- 
eight and a good sport!" 

Happy the woman with such opportuni- 
I ties for service as came to Mrs. Eaton. Happy, 
the family who surrounded her and enjoyed 
| the Inspiration of her radiant spirit. 



The Globe I!arch 20 1933 



Inscription which Mrs. Eaton had placed over her Oakville home "Raymar" 



— written by Henry van Dyke 



"The lintel low enough to keep out pomp and pride, 
The threshold high enough to turn deceit aside, 

The door-bands strong enough from robbers to defend, 
The door will open at a touch to every friend." 
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MEMORANDUM RE MARGAR ET EA TON SCHO OL 

On Monday, April 27th, Mrs. Nasmith phoned to say 
that she had been approached by Miss Helen Parsons on behalf of the 
Alumnae Association to see if arrangements could be made to carry on 
a school under some name if the name of the Margaret Eaton School 
could not be continued. Mrs. Nasmith stated that if we had no objection 
a meeting of the Alumnae would be called for Wednesday at 3 P.M. to 
discuss the matter. Mr? Nasmith was advised that there was no 
objection so far as we were concerned to her or the Alumnae carrying 
on under another name. 



On Thursday, April 30th, a letter was received from 
Miss Pearce, Recording Secretary of the Alumnae Association, advising 
the decision of the meeting. 



On Sunday, May 3rd, Mrs. Nasmith asked me if I 
would go over to her house so that she might discuss a few points in 
connection with the Margaret Eaton School. 

First of all Mrs. Nasmith spoke of the meeting of 
the Alumnae Association and stated that there was a very strong 
feeling for a school of physical training only, and that when asked 
if she would, be principal of such a school she said "No”. 

Mrs. Nasmith then asked my opinion of the Literature 
and Expression part of the school being affiliated with the Toronto 
Conservatory of Music with a new directorate. Sir Robert Falconer, 

Dr. Vogt, Mr. Timothy Eaton and Miss Gretta Burden Smith being some 
of the names mentioned. I told her this would not do under the name 
of the Margaret Eaton School as it would seem to be evidence of a 

backward step. She further asked if the name could be used in 

connection with a school of physical training only, and I said that I 
was quite sure that such would not be approved. 

The point was impressed on Mrs. Nasmith that any 

offers made were not for the purpose of continuing the Margaret Eaton 

School but to help her personally should she want to take up that kind 
of work on her own account. Mrs. Nasmith said that she had done the 
best she could for the Margaret Eaton School and could do no better on 
her own account, therefore she could not see how a school of her own 
would be successful financially. Mrs. Nasmith also quoted one of the 
reasons given at the Senate of the University for not accepting the 
building as a memorial without an endowment. 



The discussion ended with the understanding that 
she would not proceed on her own account and that the question had 
been disposed of. 



Mrs. Nasmith did mention that the Alumnae Association 
would go on with the use of the Margaret Eaton School name. To this 
no opposition was made and it was taken as a matter of course. 
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Mfc y 2nd, 
19 2 5. 



Kre. lasBith, 

41 Oriole Bond, 
Toronto. 



Detr Mre.fuenith, 

J . V 

lour lett- r of toaay»s dtte hte been 
received in which you state that you will take the 
nanagsnent of the larg-.-ret Eaton Scnool for one year 
Droviding you ere relieved of linaneiul obligation end 
-orry. and witn the understanding that the natter of 
affiliation wi-U again be taken up with the University 
of Toronto, end that we accede to the request for an 
endownent. 



You of course will nave understood 
froa our letters that the offer rn^de by ns wee on the 

assumption that you desired to oarry on school work 
on your own account, end not with the idea that the 
Marg’ ret Eaton School wouiQ be conducted by you ae 
before you resigned. 

*» ' v : * ’ 

As nentloned in e previous letter those 
concerned ere not willing to provide an endownent an 
•ell as a scnool building, therefore, as you nave already 
said that you would not undertake a scnool in another 
name with the grant of the use of the fixtures in tne 
flonool for an indefinite tine ana a contribution of 
$2,500. for the first year, and as the question of af- 
filiation, as stated before, has been dropped on ao- 
eount of the University requiring an enaownent, we 
shall have to take the natter between ns as conclqden. 




Yours truly. 



JJV/J. 
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The Margaret Eaton School Digital Collection is a not-for-profit 
resource created in 2014-2015 to assist scholars, researchers, 
educators, and students to discover the Margaret Eaton School 
archives housed in the Peter Turkstra Library at Redeemer University 
College. Copyright of the digital images is the property of Redeemer 
University College, Ancaster, Canada and the images may not be 
copied or emailed to multiple sites without the copyright holder's 
express written permission. However, users may print, download, or 
email digital images for individual non-commercial use. To learn 
more about this project or to search the digital collection, go to 
http://libguides.redeemer.ca/mes. 




